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MEMORANDUM 
To:  Sarah Lewis, Director of Planning and Zoning 

From: Division of Public Space & Urban Forestry (PSUF) 

CC:   

Date:   June 12th, 2020 

RE: Clarendon Hill 40B Comprehensive Permit 
 

Background 

The Division of Public Space and Urban Forestry (PSUF) was asked to review the Comprehensive Permit 
waiver requests for the Clarendon Hill 40B development with respect to compliance with the City’s 
zoning ordinance requirements for civic spaces and urban forestry. These waiver review comments were 
returned to the development team in May 2020 and the development team responded to those 
comments in a spreadsheet entitled “Clarendon_Waivers_Master” dated 2020-06-02. This 
memorandum addresses the development team’s responses to the review comments and seeks to 
clarify or seek further information about waiver requests. 

It is PSUF’s understanding that upon successfully obtaining a Comprehensive Permit, the development 
team will be required to submit a Civic Space Permit for the project during which PSUF will review the 
design in more depth.  

 

PSUF Comments 

 
The Division of Public Space and Urban Forestry is generally supportive of the development team’s 
commitment to deliver a new civic space that better serves the community and is complaint with the 
civic space and urban forestry requirements in the Somerville Zoning Ordinance. The PSUF team looks 
forward to further developing the design and programming with the Clarendon Hill development team 
as they prepare their Comprehensive Permit submission. 

The comments that follow address the development team’s responses to the waiver request review 
comments and seek to clarify or obtain further information about waiver requests. It should be noted 
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that waiver request responses from the development team that satisfactorily addressed PSUF’s 
comments are excluded from the table below.  
 
Waiver Request Response Comment from “Clarendon_Waivers_Master”, 2020-06-02: 
 
Waiver 
Request 
# 

Requested Waiver Development Team Response PSUF 2020-06-09 Comments 

25 Ground-mounted 
transformers will be sited 
throughout the 
Development Site Area, but 
will not meet screening 
requirements.  

 

Please see attached plan T-100 
(#25). This indicates proposed 
location and details on screening 
method. For several, as indicated 
on the plan, we are not 
proposing screening because we 
believe we can more effectively 
mitigate their visual impact with 
landscaping and plantings. 

 

Mechanical equipment locations and 
associated screening shown on plan T-
100 raises more questions than it solves. 
Ground-mounted mechanical 
equipment locations (and access to that 
equipment) shall be fully coordinated 
with the design of site circulation, 
amenities, and planting. Screening, 
whether through wall, fence, or planting 
solutions, should be clearly shown on 
the plans. On a spatially constrained site 
like this, screening walls or fences may 
be more effective and practical than 
landscape screening.    

26 Waiver from raised or 
curbing or edging 
protection requirement. 

 

We are fine either way. Our only 
concern with having curbing with 
gaps is that it reads less like a 
woonerf and feels more like road 
with priority to vehicles. But we 
are fine with either solution. 

 

PSUF recommends proceeding with 
curbing with gaps. Curb serves to 
protect pedestrian and vegetated areas 
from vehicles. Note section 4, L-107 
currently shows curbing.  

 

37/46 Waiver from minimum 
open soil requirements. 

 

Full planting plans will be 
included with construction-level 
drawings. The plant lists included 
in the provided documents 
include species that would be 
fine with these dimensions. We 
would anticipate working with 
PSUF at the time of CDs to 
confirm their acceptance of the 
selected tree for these tree pits.  

PSUF will entertain the waiver from 
minimum open soil requirements, as 
long as the species of trees that are 
selected are appropriate for the smaller 
tree pit sizes.  PSUF will work with the 
applicant at the time of CDs to confirm 
acceptance of the selected trees. 

39 Waiver from minimum 
playground size 
requirement. 

Since the project is adjacent to a 
playground with a large play 
structure, this 1,500 sf space is 
intended to be a tot lot (there 

PSUF rejects the development team’s 
argument in this regard. There is no 
special distinction or provision in the 
zoning ordinance for tot-lots (age 2-5 
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 doesn't appear to be separate 
designation for tot lot vs. 
playground under the zoning). 
This is an appropriate size for a 
tot lot and is a needed use in the 
neighborhood. 

 

playgrounds). Due to the residential 
nature of the development and 
anticipated number of children who will 
live in close proximity to this civic space, 
a larger/more diverse range of play is 
appropriate. The design team should 
consider expanding the playground area 
to incorporate play features/value that 
does not exist nearby such as a water 
play/splash pad.    

44 Waiver from minimum tree 
spacing requirements. 

 

Full planting plans will be 
included with construction-level 
drawings. The plant lists included 
in the provided documents 
include species that will all be 
fine with this spacing. We would 
anticipate working with PSUF at 
that time to gain their approval 
on specific plants. 

PSUF will entertain the waiver from 
minimum tree spacing requirements, as 
long as the species of trees that are 
selected are appropriate for the reduced 
spacing. PSUF will work with the 
applicant at the time of CDs to confirm 
acceptance of the selected trees. 

51 Waiver from City-owned 
tree removal requirements, 
to the extent applicable. 

See attached (#52), showing 
public shade/ street trees that 
are being kept and being 
removed; agree that removal of 
public shade trees will follow all 
applicable state laws. 

There are no City-owned trees on the 
property, so this waiver is not 
applicable.  PSUF appreciates the 
documents showing the details about 
Public Shade Trees, and will work with 
the applicant and the Tree Warden to 
schedule a tree hearing for the proposed 
Shade Tree removals. 

52 Waiver from Tree Permit 
requirement for private 
Significant Trees. 

 

See attached, #52, to indicate 
which public shade trees are 
remaining (green), proposed for 
removal (orange), or dead/dying 
(not colored in). The Lot plans 
submitted previously should 
show by Lot which trees are 
proposed for removal.  

Although detailed information about 
public shade trees was provided, PSUF 
did not receive any documents showing 
the location/DBH/ total count of private 
trees that are being removed or 
information about the combined caliper 
inches of tree replacements. However, 
PSUF had a phone call with the 
Landscape Architect who stated that the 
combined caliper inches of replacement 
trees far exceeds the combined caliper 
inches of the trees proposed for 
removal. PSUF still requires the 
applicant to submit a document 
demonstrating the location, count, DBH, 
and condition of private trees proposed 
for removal. Once this is received, PSUF 
agrees to work directly with the 
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applicant and ZBA to ensure that the 
project is meeting requirements of the 
Private Tree Removal Permit without 
needing to go through a separate permit 
process. 

 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Luisa Oliveira, ASLA 

Director, Public Space & Urban Forestry 


